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Director's Notes--
There will always remain two interpretations of A Midsummer Night's Dream: the light 
and the somber, and even as we choose the light one, let us not forget the dark one. 
--Jan Kott 
I have had a dream, past the wit of man to say what dream it was. --Bottom 
Every dream has a point at which it is unfathomable; a link, as it were, with the 
unknown. -Freud 
[The actors in Quince's play] are touching an extraordinary world with the tips of their 
fingers, a world which transcends their daily experience and which fills them with wonder. 
--Peter Brook 
At the center of the Dream, const'\ntly repeated, we find the word "love." ... As this is 
theatre, there must be conflicts, so this play about love is also about the opposite of 
love, love and its opposite force. We are brought to realize that love, liberty and 
imagination are closely connected. --Peter Brook 
About the play ... 
As a fairy tale, A Midsummer Night's Dream seemed at first too elusive a 
narrative to stage for the public; although it is believed that it was first staged at wedding 
festivities of the nobility. The "magic" of the play appeared to translate more naturally 
into operatic and balletic form, and it was these adaptations that dominated the play until 
Felix Mendelssohn added a musical score to the play in the nineteenth century. Max 
Reinhardt enhanced his film adaptation of the play with Mendelssohn's musical score in 
1935; however, to do so, he discarded half of the written text. Yet another film version, 
that of Peter Hall's Royal Shakespeare Company, approached the play in 1969, 
emphasizing most of all the actor, and his/her relationship to the poetry of the language. 
Peter Brook's production with the R.S.C. in 1970 is one hailed for its use of theatricality. 
His objective, it appeared, was to simplify, in order to allow the script to communicate 
itself. 
Modern productions of A Midsummer Night's Dream seek to merge magic with the 
everyday. The strongest connections directors seem to have made between these two 
worlds in their various productions in the 1980's are sexual attraction and lust for power, 
as these needs appear to be the same, whether one be magic or mortal. 
CAST 
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-- There will be one fifteen minute intermission --
Synopsis--
After conquering the Amazons, Theseus, Duke of Athens, anticipates marrying 
Hippolyta, their Queen. However, problems of the heart create havoc in his kingdom. 
Egeus, with the support of Theseus, orders his daughter, Hermia, to marry Demetrius. 
Her love, however, is Lysander, and the two run away together. Helena, Hermia's 
confidante, hopes to gain Demetrius' love by telling him of the lovers' plans. Demetrius 
at once sets out after them. Helena follows. 
Dissonance also reigns in the fairie kingdom ruled by King Oberon and Queen 
Titania. The dispute concerns a changeling child whom both desire to possess, and whom 
both refuse to share. Titania accuses Oberon of a past rendezvous with Hippolyta, and 
Oberon confronts Titania with her partiality to Theseus. Oberon, deciding to punish 
Titania, places an enchantment on her to fall in love with a monster. 
The fairie-inhabited woods into which the lovers run also hosts a group of actors 
under the struggling leadership of Peter Quince and Bottom the weaver. Oberon, wishing 
to help Helena in her pursuit of Demetrius, commands his assistant, Puck, to use magic 
on Demetrius, causing him to fall in love with Helena. Puck mistakes Lysander for 
Demetrius; however, and Hermia is abandoned while Helena is eventually pursued by both 
men. Puck, stumbling upon the actors' rehearsal, decides to transform their leading actor, 
Bottom, into an ass. Rehearsal is temporarily delayed and Titania falls in love with 
Bottom. 
Of course, with Shakespeare's usual mastery, all the confusions are eventually 
resolved and conclude with the wedding of ... 
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Illinois Wesleyan University School of Drama 
"Come on: thou art granted space .. " 
(All's Well That Ends Well, Shakespeare) 
In keeping with ISU tradition, visitors to the College of Fine Arts are 
always welcome. We encourage you to attend all events sponsored by the 
Art, Music, and Theatre departments and the University Galleries. Patrons 
may park where it is convenient. However, metered parking as well as 
restrictions on handicapped and service vehicle parking will be enforced. 
The University does not intend to ticket visitors to our campus, but 
should you receive a ticket while attending an arts event, please mail it to: 
Dean Alvin Goldfarb, College of Fine Arts, ISU. Normal. IL 61761. Come 
and enjoy the arts at ISU. 
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This production is an associate entry in the American College Theatre Festival (ACTF). 
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in college-level theatre production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for 
adjudication by a regional ACTF representative, and certain students are selected to 
participate in ACTF programs involving awards, scholarships and special grants for 
actors, playwrights, designers, and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
Last year more than 800 productions and 17,000 students participated in the American 
College Theatre Festival nation-wide. By entering this production, our department is 
sharing in the ACTF goals to help college theater grow and to focus attention on the 
exemplary work produced in college and university theaters across the nation. 
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(William Clow), Costume Design (Dawn DeWitt) and set design (Chris Gou mas). 
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Coming to 
The House of Bernarda Alba 
by Federico Garcia Lorca 
Performed throughout the world, this is the greatest of modern Spanish tragedies. 
IL explores the unrealized potential of the women in an aristocratic Spanish family, 
whose passions and ambitions are blunted by a rigid society and religious order. 
Oct. 20-22 & 24-28 at 8 p.m., Oct. 22 & 29 at 3 p.m. 
Allen Theatre 
JLrr1Imrr UJP 
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by Moss Hart 
This comic hit takes a hilarious look at 
producing a Broadway play, and the 
shenanigans of the folks in show business. 
Nov.10-11 & 14-18 at 8 p.m. 
Nov.12 & 19 at 3 p.m. 
Westhoff Theatre 
by Wallace Shawn 
Aum Dan and Lemon becomes more frighteningly 
prophetic with each national and international news 
bulleun. It provokes, challenges and disturbs --
a unique exploration into the power of theatre. 
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Dec. 3 & 10 at 3 p.m. 
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